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February 21, 2017

Pamela Creedon

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, #200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114

Submitted via email to Glenn.Meeks@waterboards.ca.gov
Dear Ms. Creedon:

California Urban Water Agencies (CUWA) appreciates the opportunity to review the final Salt and
Nitrate Management Plan (SNMP), various policies associated with the SNMP, and the Substitute
Environmental Document (SED). CUWA has actively participated in the CV-SALTS Executive Committee
meetings for several years and has provided comments on various drafts of these documents. While
some of our previous comments were considered and incorporated, many of our substantive comments
remain unaddressed. CUWA acknowledges and appreciates the challenges of salinity and nitrate
management as well as efforts by wastewater dischargers to reduce salinity and nitrate in their
effluents. At the same time, we are quite concerned about the direction of the SNMP and unaddressed
potential for impacts.

CUWA is concerned with the potential direct impacts on surface water quality as a result of suggested
policy changes, as well as indirect effects on surface water quality due to the degradation of
groundwater. Specifically, CUWA has concerns with the following issues:

Increased salt loading impacts on downstream drinking water intakes.

Increased groundwater concentrations of salt and nitrate.

Increased metals concentrations.

Point of compliance.

Monitoring program.
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Consistency with existing agreements.

We have elaborated on each of these six points below, including policy by policy implications, to
encourage discussion on how to better protect and maintain water quality while meeting salinity
management goals. We have also included specific recommendations to further inform the discussions
of these concerns. Detailed comments on the individual documents are contained in Attachment 1.
Attachment 2 presents information on potential impacts on salinity levels at Delta drinking water
intakes from modeling conducted by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and Attachment 3
presents manganese data in source waters and agricultural drains.
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Attachment 4

Attachment 1

Table 64449-B
Secondary Maximum Contaminant Levels
“Consumer Acceptance Contaminant Level Ranges”

Maximum Contam inant Level Ranges

Constitient, Units Recommended Upper Short Term
Total Dissolved Solids, mg/L 300 1,000 1,500

or
Specific Conductance, pS/em 900 1,600 2,200
Chloride, mg/L 250 500 600
Sulfate, mg/L 250 500 600

{d) For the constituents shown on Table 64449-B, no fixed consumer acceptance
contarminant level has been established.
{1) Constituent concentrations lower than the Recommended contaminant level
are desirable for a mgher degree of consumer aceeptance.
{2) Constituent concentrations ranging to the Upper contaminant level are
acceptable if it 1s neither reasonable nor feasible to provide more suitable waters.

{(3) Constituent concentrations ranging to the short term contarmnant levelare
acceptable only for existing community water systems on a temp orary basis pending
construetion of treatment facilities or development of acceptable new water sources.

(e) New services from community water systems serving water which carries
constituent concentrations between the Upper and Short Term contaminant level s shall be
approved only:

(1) If adequate progress is being demonstrate d toward providing water of
improved mineral quality.
(2) For other compelling reasons approved by the Department.
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